Parnell
Mr, John Devoy was sent to sec Parnell and come to terms
with him* Mr. Devoy came, and went back again to America,
He talked on two occasions to Parnell, who listened but
hardly spoke* But when Mr* Devoy returned to America,
he did so determined to work for " the new departure "
and to help ParnelL
Meantime, Mr* Butt was dying* His memory was alarm-
ingly erratic, and he had strange sensations in his heart and
difficulty in his breathing* He would lie in bed sometimes,
totally unable to remember where he was or how he came^to
be there* Part of his machinery was running down more
rapidly than the rest, and the result of this unequal collapse
bewildered and frightened him* But he rallied sufficiently
to be able to attend a public meeting in the Leinster Lecture
Hall in Dublin on February 5, 1879, where he came into
conflict with Parnell for the last time* As he entered the
hall, some who had been his friends, reluctant, perhaps, to
face the old man now that they were no longer on his side,
turned away* He went pathetically to them, holding out
his hand, and said, " Won't you speak to me ?" His face
was very wan, and marked by the signs of approaching death,
but he retained enough vigour to make a fine defence of his
policy of polite persuasion, and when he left the hall, he did
so with the satisfaction of having won a victory over Parnell
by eight votes* Happy and once more full of amiability,
he went home, persuaded, perhaps, that his victory was
important* He did "not appear again on any platforms*
Disease and debt and mental disorder rapidly overpowered
him, and on May 13, 1879, he died* He gave his life and
fortune to the Irish, but when there was a proposal to raise
a sum of money to alleviate his distress at the end of his life,
they did not remember him* Parnell seems to have heard
of his death without compunction, and to have talked of the
last miseries without any signs of emotion* " I confess/'
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